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the world. Her own historian informs lis that, hearing of some petty acts of 
tyranny in a neighboring principality, " the National Convention declared 
that she would afford succor and fraternity to all nations who wished to re- 
cover their liberty ; and she gave it in charge to the executive power to give 
orders to the generals of the French armies to aid all citizens who might 
have been or should be oppressed in the cause of liberty." Here was the 
false step which led to her subsequent misfortunes. She soon found herself 
involved in war with all the rest of Europe. In less than ten years her gov- 
ernment was changed from a republic to an empire ; and finally, after shed- 
ding rivers of blood, foreign powers restored her exiled dynasty, and ex- 
hausted Europe sought peace and repose in the unquestioned ascendancy of 
monarchical principles. Let us learn wisdom from her example. Let us 
learn that revolutions do not always establish freedom. 

Our own free institutions were not the offspring of our Revolution. They 
existed before. They were planted in the free charters of self-government 
under which the English colonies grew up ; and our Revolution only freed v» 
from the dominion of a foreign power, whose government was at variance 
with those institutions. But European nations have had no such training for 
self-government ; and every effort to establish it by bloody revolutions has 
been, and must, without that preparation, continue to be a failure. Liberty, 
unregulated by law, degenerates into anarchy, which soon becomes the most 
horrid of all despotisms. Our policy is wisely to govern ourselves, and 
thereby to set such an example of national justice, prosperity and true 
glory, as shall teach to all nations the blessings of self-government, and the 
unparalleled enterprise and success of a free people." 

Words of wisdom these that ought never to be forgotten, but which men 
are strangely slow to learn, and still slower to put in practice. Yet they 
must be learned and practiced, too, or the hopes of peaceful, well-regulated, 
prosperous freedom will in time go out in a long, dreary night of anarchy or 
despotism. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Cuban Difficulties. — The wise and energetic course of our govern- 
ment, aided by that of Cuba, has put, for the time being, an effective check 
upon the filibusterism that lately threatened to embroil the two countries. 
There are now some indications which encourage the hope, that the pirati- 
cal scheme of wresting Cuba from Spain, and annexing it to the United 
States, will be defeated. Such papers as the New York Tribune on one ex- 
treme, and the New York Journal of Commerce on the other, strongly oppose 
it ; while in the South itself, such men as Benton denounce it as utterly 
atrocious, and some even of the ultra-proslavery papers there, like the 
Charleston ( S. C. ) Mercury, argue earnestly against it as likely to prove 
injurious to the Slave States themselves. 

Proposed Guaranty of Cuba to Spain. — To all the foregoing facts we may 
add what President Fillmore says in his recent message on a proposal by 
England and France to unite with us in a tripartite treaty for securing Cuba 
to Spain: — 

" Early in the present year official notes were received from the Ministers 
of France and England, inviting the Government of the United State« to 
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become a party with Great Britain and France to a tripartite Convention, 
in virtue of which the three powers should severally and collectively dis- 
claim, now and for the future, all intention to obtain possession of the Island 
of Cuba, and should bind themselves to discountenance all attempts to that 
effect on the part of any power or individual whatever. This invitation has 
been respectfully declined for reasons which it would occupy too much 
space in this communication to state in detail, but which led me to think 
that the proposed measure would be of doubtful constitutionality, impolitic 
and unavailing. I have, however, in common with several of my prede- 
cessors, directed the Ministers of France and England to be assured that the 
United States entertain no designs against Cuba ; but that, on the contrary, 
I should regard its incorporation into the Union at the present time as. 
fraught with serious peril. Were this island comparatively destitute of in- 
habitants, or occupied by a kindred race, I should regard it, if voluntarily 
ceded by Spain, as a most desirable acquisition. But, under existing cir- 
cumstances, I should look upon its incorporation into our Union as a very 
hazardous measure. It would bring into the Confederacy a population of a 
defferent national stock, speaking a different language, and not likely to har- 
monize with the other members. It would probably affect in a prejudicial 
manner, the industrial interests of the South ; and it might revive those con- 
flicts of opinion between the different sections of the country, which lately 
shook the Union to its center, and which have been so happily com- 
promised." 

Here was a fair test of our national sincerity; and we think it strange that 
the President shrunk from the test. For many years had we professed a desire 
to have Cuba remain under the government of Spain, a great deal of solici- 
tude lest England or France should somehow intrigue to get possession of the 
island ; hut, when these very powers which we had so long accused or suspect 
ed of such designs, come forward, and honestly propose to put all such fears at 
rest forever by uniting to disclaim all Intention of seizing Cuba themselves, 
and to discountenance all such attempts by others, we " respectfully decline," 
and thus force all reflecting minds to the conclusion, that we have all along 
been hypocritical in our professions to Spain respecting Cuba, and that wo 
cherish a settled purpose to get it into our own hands, sooner or later, by 
fair means, if we can, but by foul, if we must. The Pre»ident, we doubt 
not, would have acceded to the proposal, if such a treaty were not sure to 
be rejected by the Senate. This refusal has an ominous significance. 

Progress of Stipulated Arbitration. — This subject is now be- 
fore the Legislature of New Hampshire in substantially the same way that 
it came before that of Vermont ; and from present appearances, we have 
reason to hope for similar results. Our Secretary went to Concord on the 
subject, and found all the members of both Houses with whom he consulted 
or conversed, favorable to our wishes. He furnished every member of the 
Government with a copy of our document on Stipulated Arbitration, which 
the papers report to have been received with professions of favor. Indeed, 
the simple and obviously feasible measure we propose, commends itself at 
once to every right-minded man; and, as it is conceded by all to involve no 
party or sectional issues, it has a good chance of success with all our State 
Legislatures before which it can be fairly brought on its own merits. Ear- 
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nestly, therefore, do we hope our friends will in every State where it is prac- 
ticable, petition their own Legislature on the subject in season. 

Our own Operations. — We did expect to give in the present num- 
ber an account of these somewhat in detail ; but our limits forbid, and we 
must leave our readers to infer them in part from our receipts acknowledg- 
ed below, and from what we have reported above respecting State Legisla- 
tures en S ibstitutes for War. 

Annual Contributions. — The members of our Society by annual 
subscription, and other contributors to its funds who have not yet paid their 
usual amount for the current year, will not, we trust, forget how much their 
aid is needed, nor fail to forward ere long whatever they purpose to give. 

Receipts since the last acknowledgement, to Dec. 

Fairhaven— Samuel Tripp, 5.00 

S. Allen, 2,00 

Nathaniel Church, 9,00 

Others, 3,00—12,00 

New Bedford— Chas.W. Morgan, 30,00 

Thomas Mandell, 10,00 

P. Anthony, 6,00 

E. S. Cannon, 5,00 

D. R. Greene, 6,00 
John Perkins, 2,00 

E. Colbv, 2,00 
Thomas R. Taber, 2,00 
Joseph Taber, 2,00 
A Friend, 2,00 
Others, 5,00—72,00 

Boston— Elijah Mears, 3,00 

Grant, Daniel & Co., 10,00 

Julius A. Palmer, 5,00 

Samuel Greele, 2,00 

A Lady, 2,00—22,00 

Lawrence — Chr. Gift Assn. 5,00 

Burlington, Vt— Mrs. E.W. Buell, 2,00 

Others in smaller sums, 9,00 — 11,00 

Virgennes, Vt. — Ira Bingham, 3,00 
Susan B. Strong, 2,00 

Others, 6,00—11,00 

Middlebury, Vt.— Col. in Cong 

Church, 11,55 

Rev. Dr. Merrill, 4,50—16,05 

Cornwall, Vt.— Col. in Cong. 

Church, 6,61 

Brandon, Vt. — Sundry persons, 16,05 

Pittsford, Vt. " " 5,00 

Rutland, Vt. " " 3,00 

Castleton, Vt.— S. W. Boardman, 2,50 

Others, 5,50—8,00 

West Springfield— E. Eldridge 2,00 

Bradford— Two friends by D. Pitz, 2,00 

Rockport— Col. in Cong. Church, 10,00 

Lunenburg — Evang. Society, 1,00 

Publications Sold, 14,67 

Total, $535,58 
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